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QUARTERLY PERISCOPE. 
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MIDWIFERY. 

fi n '. 1 ' Qa , ar Vr° pa '1 ,;0n ~ ,n ,he ■*«**“ CMralu, for Febmarv last we 
SJdKSETS’”rf , h e .I’--'*™“"«.ofth e Carsarean operation. He has ope- 
Htcf openrtion'was performed;^nd r ^eiwt^ l^oj^ 

wmmwmis 

the TlJvtlJLmdenvf Loxnimn, of Geneva, communicated to 
™ f , , J f Mctl,cine . : 't their sitting- of the 15th of March last the 

ssiiffssssssS 

side, and to the extent of four or five inches— litvue Medical', April, 1331. 


MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND MEDICAL POLICE. 

trits.^one^^u^n^ rt ''“-~ It h “ lo ^ been k ™« " that of all unhealthy 
i^ntion hi been for some . ragCS ‘° " at of ,llc steel.grinder. The public 
CSSST^T , ff ron ^y attracted to the subject in Sheffield, 
bj the miserable fate of the workmen of that class in the tosri; and, in cons?. 
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quence, more accurate data have been supplied on the extent of the evil tl,,n 
*? an >'° ,her ^^in Britain. The whole inform, „°„ tlterto col 

nf wh ii , 15 CC ," T° Wn by Dr - Kn, e ht of Sheffield into the fonn of an^Essav 
of which we shall here present an analysis. * * 

1 i? C e rt,c ! es on whlch tllc she, fin>d grinders are employed, are forks awl 
blades, fire-irons razors, sc,ssors, pen-knives, table-knives, large pocket knives 
files, joiners tools, saws, sickles and scythes. Some of tlnfin P U se dry e-rind’ 

the"otl-er * V ’t 'Ti°? y "V ^‘.nd-stones; others sometimes the one, sometimes 
thcr. The total number in Sheffield is about 2500. They usuallv mm 

mosTLrt'ra? 0 ' m ? nt 3 ‘ ,h 1 0f f0urtc<:n - a " d < « this period, "e lr thj 

,'- bo " e ‘ l nnnoiith, vigorous, hardy lads, apparently without anv 

“““ I " ded - in ^'rrn^yn^! 1 thTy^enera^y^proceed^t'o workon a 8Seir n owti a'£ 
aware onts^fbul teifdency!^ 8 *^ ‘^^^^^^i^lhrnnghout'iif^^ough^vell 

tobe'an h nnWhhC';T? t ° f “if IaSt ce ? t,,r ?'* tb = grinders were not observed 
mM«v in l! !r hy of men! bcca,,5i: lhe >' wor ked chiefly in the countiy, and 
™t& trade at the mS ° PC '’, at ‘ C "V* ".“v Practised other departments^ the 

quendv ”u1 a short l ? m T’ T-'* “ > and forS ' n ^ and " cre conse- 

quenuv but a short time employed in grinding; and besides thev were often 

scarcity 11 ^ 8 ‘T^r. 0 ^, - fi'e hours a^dav at *“"0^0?^" 

inrre^ f "' " c ' alonc thcn was used for driving the wheels. \s trade 
he stenm 10 ”' CVer ’ a ^ater subdivision of labour was introduced; in l"8fi 
Warn. (P"I W ” s n bs, ituted for water-power, and the grindera gradually 
“ entirely to this employment, at which th?}VriKe«n 

free .1 5 ’ ‘ n th * and m sro:i11 rooms containing eight or ten stones and 

frequently so many as sixteen workmen. b stones, and 

fill 1 h The n !S U r C d ! ° f , '- i ' l hange ° f system on ,llcir healtb have been dread- 
tul. 1 lie dry-gnnders uic between the age of twentv-eight and thirty inn. 

the S utmn°t USe *!° ih <lry , and Wet whecls die at the age of forty, or forty-five at 
the utmost" and even the wet-gnnders do not surv ive the age of fifty if they 

grinders of^aifcT “ "'V^' \ 822 , U W “ as ««aine.I, fhat among S 

fifty and L. a I V C , rC " ere on, .v thirty-five who had attained the age of 

Eighty aduH o?k^inH° Ub,C | lhat m,m 1 ber , "' h ° " Cre f ° rt >"fi'c; "hile along 
V H ir , lk i?rin!lc ,T’ who use on, y dry Stones, there was not a single indi- 
bHshcd that'Vh • VCa ”. 0ld ' J he s'ngt'^r fact, too, appears to have bef n csta- 
rnrn h ' h m , 0S . , I' d " 5,nous metl were the shortest-lived, while the elderly 
™" had w " d,ssl I’ at<: ‘ 1 lives, so that even a combination of intem¬ 

perance was advantageous, simply because it drew the workman in part from 

by D? K°nilu atl0n ' ?° mC fUrt '' Cr stalistical facts «e supplied on the subject 

dfe^all tem tou^'Vh nCC 13 1 mCt 1 1,C ? 1 officer of »'= Sheffield Infirmary; and 
uicy all tend towards the same conclusion. Amonr 250 tn-inders who had been 

island 1M0 °it Pltien,S ™.“ r -Wight's department S?the service betw^n 

nmmx O Jr 154 ere rcceived on account of pulmonary complaints: while 

system ' Ofth*“ °' her . ,rndc? ’ S , 6 °">y had diseases of the respiratory 
system or the 154 cases of pulmonary disease among grinders, 13 died while 
under treatment in the establishment;'while of the 56 > pulmo^iy cuesfr™ 
other trades, only one died; showing not only that in the former pSmonary dis¬ 
eases arc more common, but likewise that they are of a worse character^ As 
to the respective ages of the 250 patients of the two elassls, it «pe^s that 

Z n V^ nd 'V% V '” a , b ° VC U ' irty ’ *" ° ther trades 14 °1 above thirty! 
fi!e MwS™” a u 118 r.?. Cne ,n tradesmen; above forty, 40 and 92; above forty- 
and ?9 5 C y ’ 10 and 56i ab0ve flfty - fi vc. 4 and 34; above sixty. 

According to Mr. Knight, the workmen almost invariably begin to suffer to. 
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wards the close of their apprenticeship. “ Such,” says he “ as are nredinno. 

0n /' 7C ^K Pll ‘ in ! S S °° n bc ^ n *° experience the inj„rious^efiVcts°of 
grinding; and as at that time of life they are not too old to be nut to other 

tludr health whifcT ^ ' eaVe wlieel ’ “ d thus both their lives and 

who l aye ™n i nn , , t ™° re r ° bust c <»”pan.ons are sacrificing both. Grinders 
arriye at ahnnf.we . “ Uom expenence much inconyenience till they 

arrive at about twenty years of age. About that time the symptoms of their 

than usuauTe P mbarr, beS H n '° Up ° n , . hem ! ,heir breathing becomes more 
thcb^hZl l embarra ? sed »n sbght exertions, particularly on going up stairs: 
d S nna'a lwv S sM C r, eI f CVatcd *. ,n 0 . rdcr ,0 relie ' e tbeir constant and^ increasing 

nosfure in Which Ucv V ’ “T" ‘.° brca,hc most comfortably in the 
poslurL in «Inch they are accustomed to sit ut their work; namely w : 'th their 

eluows resting on their knees. Their complexions assume a dirty, muddy a£ 
pearancc, their countenance indicates anxiety? they complain of a sense of tnrht- 
lbc ohcst; their voice is rough and hoa'rse: their cough loud, and as 
if the air were driven through wooden tubes; they occasionally expectorate con 

a “'-; quantities of dust, sometimes mixed up with mucus; at mher times 

tvsfs frcon r nTl ^ ‘ ndnca "!? sscs ou'-oloped in a thin film of mucus. Hrcmop- 
>91S frequently occurs. 1 he expectoration commonly becoms purulent as the 
disease advances, and is occasionally fetid. Thickening of thHam x or rachea 
also occurs, with tenderness and couch on nressure ti,,. J,l2" , c . 
ing from 80 to 90, subsequently reaches 120 About thl age of tl.frt, rt eTn^' 
grinders are commonly forced to relinquish their employment; and the writ- 

dv«nt are con ?P dlcd *° do “ likewise about ten years’ later. I!y this time 
the dyspncea anil sense of choking up of the lungs afe urgent; the cough isTm 
cessant; dropsy is added to the other symptoms in many; the usual symptoms of 
mnnih CCd PUb ' S ' S a PP'L : “ ri a "d death at last ensues, but not till ’.after mam- 
months or even years of acute suffering. This course is occasionally modified 
by accidental circumstances, inducing acute bronchitis, pleurisy, and’peripneu. 
mony; which diseases are always severe, obstinate, and intractable. The acu^e 
symptoms of the grinder's phthisis may be frequently subdued by early and pro! 
pe trea ment; and there is no doubt that they may be even effectually duelled 
If the individual can quit his unlucky trade. Without this, however, the relijf 
obtained is merely temporary. ' rell< - r 

The best treatment in the early stage consists in rest, emetics, leeches, anti- 
phlogistic regimen, diaphoretics, mercurial alteratives, and saline aperients 
Emetics in particular seem to procure immediate and great relief. In the second’ 
stage leeches, cupping, various counter irritations on the chest and throat di- 
gitahs, colchicum and squills are resorted to sometimes with advantage- and 
even in this advanced stage complete recovery may be brought about, if the 

Ind kee^g !t on imeringTe b ^ dividuals ‘ b -r health completely, 

lately a rooted aversion to morbid inspections He is inclined, however, to con 
aider the disease as a general bronchitis merely. ’ 

TT deal °r «•“ puid by the master cutlers at 

Sheffield to the mode of preventing the deleterious effects here pointed out- 
and .n consequence various contrivances were suggested for preventing the 
dust from being diffused through the apartments of the workmen. Even plan 
howeter, has turned out more or less defective, and Dr. Knight says that no 
precautions are now taken. Among the methods devised two deserve mention 
In one the wheels were enclosed in boxes, the inside of which was kept moist- 
a sufficient space was left free over the stone for the men to apply thcins°m- 
ri° e l,;,rrr“ a - Set °, f ma S nc,s " ere P'“ ed over the freespace to catch 
An»t nnllw-ni’caTh r deV | ,ae i how , eTer >. (““id ineffectual, because the steel 
dust only w as caught, which perhaps is not the most detrimental part of it; and 
the magnets required frequent cleaning, which the workmen could not be 
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trusted to perform. The other was a simpler and more efficacious method. 
The wheel being indosed in a box as above, a wide tube extended from the 
box to the external air; and it was found that the rotatory motion of the air 
around the wheel produced a strong current, which carried much of the dust 
away by the chimney. This current was aided in its operation by a fan placed 
at the upper orifice of the chimney and moved by the steam-engine. It appears 
however, that this ingenious plan does not remove the finer particles of dust’ 
winch are probably the most injurious; and the contrivance lias consequently 
been generally abandoned. Dr. Knight very properly suggests that bv further 
improvements, such as the establishment of proper fixed currents in the work 
shops, and the careful removal of the previous day’s dust before the men begin 
their operations, the plan last mentioned may at length be made so far effectual 
as greatly to diminish the inconvenience; aiid that what remains may be coun¬ 
teracted by restricting the period of working. But he complains that'aftera few 
years of excitement, the subject no longer seems to interest either the work¬ 
men themselves, their masters, or philanthropists at large.— Ed. Med. and 
Surg. Journal, July, 1831, and North of England Med. and Sura. Journal fur 
August and November, 1830. 6 J 

74. Medico legal Researches on Arsenic. —M. IltlKEFiLD, of Grifswald, has pub- 
lished some interesting observations on this subject, in the Archiv. fur Media. 
Erfahrung v. Horn, Nu3sc und Wagner, for September and October, 1829. 

It is known that after poisoning with small doses of arsenic, it often happens, 
that in examining the body, none can be found, if it has been interred some time! 
The question that naturally presents itself is, what becomes of it? The author, 
from experience, thinks that it can disappear in one of two ways. 

1st. It may combine with the tissues, and thus escape the ordinary reagents. 
In this case, M. Hunefeld treats the animal matter, supposed to contain arsenic 
with chlorine, and, by this means, he hasfrequently discovered traces of poison, 
which lie could not find by the ordinary reagents. 

2d The arsenic may exhale in the form of an arseniuted hydrogen gas; 
the author recommends ft-om this circumstance, that, in disintering bodies sus! 
pected of being poisoned by arsenic, that the lid of the coffin be not taken off 
at once, but that a hole be made first in it to avoid the deleterious effects of gas. 
—Bulletin des Sc. Mid. Jan. 1831. 

75. roisaning with a Tuhaeeo-clystcr. —An interesting case of poisoning with 
a tobacco-clyster, is related by Dr. Giuiil, of Hamburg, in Hufeland’s Journal, 
for October, 1831. Not having yet received that Journal, we take the follow¬ 
ing notice of it from the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal. The subject 
of the case was a female, twenty-four years of age, who was liable to dyspeptic 
symptoms and obstinate constipation, on account of which she had been for a 
few days under the care of the relator, and with considerable advantage. One 
day the patient's mother proposed that a tobacco-clyster should be administer¬ 
ed, which Dr. Grahl peremptorily prohibited. Nevertheless, on the following 
day she took the advice of a female quack of her acquaintance, who recom¬ 
mended a clyster made with an ounce or an ounce and a half of tobacco, boiled 
for fifteen minutes in a sufficient quantity of water. In two minutes after it 
was administered, the patient was seized with vomiting, violent convulsions, and 
stertorous breathing, which gradually became weaker and weaker till she died, 
three-quarters of an hour after the clyster was administered. The following 
were the appearances remarked in the body, which was examined two davs 
after death:—Great lividity of the back, slight lividity of the abdomen, retrac¬ 
tion of its anterior parietes, paleness of the lips, firm closure of the jaws, flexi. 
bility of the joints. The omentum very red, without gorging of its veins; the 
small and great intestines, both outside and inside, gorged with blood and red; 
and in some parts of the mucous membrane extravasated bloody patches. The 
other abdominal viscera in a natural state; tile great vessels of the abdomen 
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heart empty of blood in^olh^desb^hTbrain "a ‘“t”'' ‘ he V '” 8 ' 3 paIe rcd ' »*>' 
accumulation of serenity in the ventricles q natural . »nd without any 
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WaiLin, Esq. 


1831. 

Number of 
Women 

1 S« of Children. 


Stillborn 

---- 


delivered. 

Males. 

Females. 

Alive. 

Presentation. 

January.... 

35 

22 

13 

31 

4 

("32 Natural 
j 1 Foot 

February.. 






| 1 Premature 

27 

16 

11 

25 

34 


l 1 Face to Pubis 

March. 

35 

18 

17 

2 

1 

Natural 
$ 34 Natural 

April. 






c 1 Breech 

29 

12 

17 

25 

4 

C 28 Natural 
\ 1 Breech 

C 1 Premature 


Mav. 



21 



f”39 Natural 

■ 



37 

4 

J 1 Face to Pubis 
| 1 Foot 


June. 

Total. 

London Mcdi 






l 1 Premature 

38 

205 | 

cal and Pt 

24 

112 

lusical Joi 

15 

94 

39 

191 

0 

15 

C3r Natural 
\ 1 Face to Pubis 

C 1 Case of Twins 


for J anuary last,^ brief imdcTof an interestincm' £tt - U f n ** & ' CT “* 
mortality of the city ofNantz, coHtai„ e d ^% “«*««. on the 

cine, de la Societc Academique du department <dT^ 4l - de - h , SectioB de Medi- 
we rep-et not yet having received. P de la Loire mfeneure, a journal 

below 6fltyye»ra of ^e! P0I>leXy a " d paral J’ sls * 7 only occurred in individuals 

occur aftcr the fortie,h - vear ° r 
inff as the successtn"?the mtrnhf, amnged’i'nT'" 6 ! 5 "?’ F' C thc follow ' 

tdi^, viz.—January, December, February* Mnrrh a order of decreasing mor- 
BUSL September, October, June AP"!- “V* November, Au- 

1828, owing to the influence of epidemics, ^ ^ 







